Religious Studies in Higher Education of the Secular State

As a result of students’ ignorance of notion of Religion during their educational life till  higher education,  as well as ignorance of  teaching of courses relating to religion mostly in the framework of social sciences and the humanities at the universities, Religion turns into the weakest link of the collaboration between university and society. And that fact in turn results in confrontation between two contradictory ideas regarding the religion appeared during Soviet (socialist) and post-soviet (post-socialist) periods (the first, absolute prohibition of religion; the second, freedom of religion). On the one hand psychology of intolerability against religion in accordance with the education policy that propagandizes the ideology of atheism of Soviet period still remains in education one way or another, and on the other hand the youth, majority of which consist of university students, gets relatively right or totally incorrect information about religion through non-scientific means from non-academic sources. Thereby the following factors such as Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerability or religious intolerability itself, religious radicalism and at last terrorism connected with the religion appear in society. 

The above-mentioned problems are of great importance for post-soviet (post-socialist) countries as well where education of Religion was forbidden along with Religious education, where Religion was not thought till recent times being deprived of experience of religion as an academic discipline. All these named factors reveal the necessity of teaching of religion at universities as an academic field as well as the current importance of the subject named “Religious Studies  in Higher Education of the Secular State”. 
The main goal of the project is application of learning and teaching methods of religion as an academic diccipline in higher education system of the secular state. Especially when teaching “religion” as an academic discipline at the universities, some principles were planned to be accepted for distinguishing Religious Education from Education of Religion, also learning of “theology” and “religious studies” as separate fields of science. Thus, this project considers the religion to be included in education of social sciences and the humanities as academic discipline or its coordination with the standards of the mentioned discipline.

Profiting in this project by experience of leading universities of European Union countries that have long-term traditions in education of Religion at universities as the major or elective course, the following actions have been considered to be implemented: submitting proposals on education of religion at the universities to the Ministries of Education of the post-soviet (post-socialist) countries such as Azerbaijan, Russia, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine which are expected to participate in the project as partner countries; preparation of curricula at the universities; teachers’ training and others.

