Astrakhan State University

Astrakhan State University (ASU, www.aspu.ru) is a large versatile educational institution in the Caspian Sea Region. ASU was created in 1932 and now it is known as the educational scientific and socio-cultural center dynamically developing in the South-East of Russia and having good partner connections with consumers, various social groups, educational and scientific centers, authorities and public organizations.

Its mission is to become a powerful international university complex in the South-East of Russia that would form a new scientifically-educational and innovative cluster in the economy of the region. The traditional functions of the university are not only training of experts and basic researches but also export of educational services and transfer of new technologies into the industry and business.
There are 5 innovative institutions, 3 colleges, 65 chairs in the university. The following departments were organized in order to involve students into social life of university and modernization processes.
There is UNESCO Chair at Astrakhan State University. It works in direction «Educating society and sustainable development». It is regional centre, which promotes stimulation of development of innovative educational programs and projects targeted at realization of UNESCO ideas and mission.
 
Department of Student self-government was created in 2001. Main area of its activity is an involvement of the students into cultural life on the city, regional and federal levels. Taking part in the activity of the department allows the students to apply their knowledge and experience after their graduation from the University. The department’s students were the prize-winners and participants of such cultural events as «Student potential of the world», «Leader of the XXI century». Thus the department provides social adaptation of the student and their inclusion into the cultural and social life of the campus. 

Department of vocational education was created in 2003. Its aim is organization of training and occupational retraining courses for adults and students of master degree. There are following specialties  in it: Economics, Organization management, State and municipal management,  Law,  Interpreter, Foreign languages.

Astrakhan State University Career Center helps students with search of places for their practical trainings and opens labor market for them. Specialists of the center every year fill database of potential employers and SME of Astrakhan Region for students of last year of study and graduates of Astrakhan State University.

Department of Informational Systems was one of the first departments, who took part in implementation of the Bologna process into university educational systems. Prof. Petrova who is a head of the department was a coordinator of the Tempus project  “«Euro-Caspy» Regional Network of Universities”. In the framework of the project and for its further developing programmers of the department elaborated software for translation of curricula into ECTS. The department regularly participates in organization of students polls and events in order to evaluate students involvement and their satisfaction of educational process.  The department staffs are young, but very professional teachers, technicians, programmers and IT specialists.  Most of them have an experience of participation or realization of different kinds of international projects (TEMPUS programs, FP7, UNESCO).  The youngest ones are Astrakhan State University graduating students. Prof. Petrova became a vice-rector on innovations and informatization several years ago and she is in charge of developing of the university international and innovational projects. Under her leading new TEMPUS project «Network for universities and enterprises cooperation» was started in 2006. In the framework of the project active students were involved in marketing researches and polls. She also started active involvement of last year students and post-graduate students into science and more than 50 scientific and practical project of students and scientists of university have been started since 2007.

After that Astrakhan State University has its own Publishing House and Distance Learning Resource center, which was established at ASU in 2004. The center has its own server and official site: http://ido.aspu.ru. 
Astrakhan State University International activity
Astrakhan State University has large experience in participating in international Tempus projects. At present there are seven Tempus projects running or ending (or completed) at the university:

JEP - NP - 21042-2000 project titled «Euro-Caspy» Regional Network of Universities.

JEP - NP-22129-2001 "Network on dissemination new VSPU Social Work curriculum";

JEP_25070_2004 «Modernization of Education in ICT at South Russian Universities»

JEP_26108_2005 «Network for universities and enterprises cooperation»

JEP-26171-2005 «Education inclusive et multihandicap»

T009A06-2006 «Scénarios d'implantation du Processus de Bologne - Université Sciences Biologiques Chimiques»

JEP_27082_2006 Network of centers for training of innovative project management (NCTIPM)

144641-TEMPUS-1-2008-1-FITEMPUS-JPCR  «International networking for modernization of tourism education and developing academic mobility (INTOUR)» 

Astrakhan State University projects, which show the potential of participation in the project
Modernization of Education in ICT at South Russian Universities (MEICTSRU)

MEICTSRU

1. Modification of curriculum for the ICT specialities

2. Curricula analysis, conformation of subjects list, elaboration of credit recognition system.

3. Elaboration of 6 new training courses and improving of 10 available ones and placing them on ASU distance learning server, issue of a CD-ROM with the training courses.

4.Training work of ASU, DSU, and VSTU teachers in EU universities

5.Organization of distance learning for one semester for students of ASU, DSU and VSTU on the base of ASU

6. Organization of practical training for ASU, DSU and VSTU students at EU business enterprises

7. Placing of information on the project site and dis-semination of project experience in other universities with relative specialities

Municipal development Review

Astrakhan State University actively collaborates with municipal bodies in Astrakhan region. Since 2007 the university on the instructions of Astrakhan region governor Mr. A.A. Zhilkin started to realize a project on formation of common economic-legal mechanism necessary for implementation of the region development strategy and relevant plans of municipal development. The university has formed student and teachers teams to work on sites in towns and villages of Astrakhan region. The university teams included students and teachers of faculties of law. chemistry, economical, agricultural, historical, students from Innovational Institute of Natural Sciences (departments of mapping, nature management and organisation of the use of land, plants biology and  ecology, soil sience, zoology) etc.

Works are being implemented in several directions:

· Monitoring of economical and social situation in the territory, determination of potential development points – for investment, participation in elaboration of strategy of municipal units development;

· Elaboration of standard projects (in some economically perspective directions of standard projects, which then would be implemented (after some revision) at several sites in the region, carrying out on-site practical training in drawing business-plans and schedules for project realisation.

· Complex assessment of natural-resourses in the territory (at the example of 3 municipal units namely Chulpan, Zhitnoe, Mayachnoe – in Ikryaninsky district), as primary basis for elaboration of strategy of complex social-economic development of a municipal unit.

· Study of history of districts and other municipal units of Astrakhan region aiming at founding out perspective directions of tourist routes, as well as study of methods of farm-keeping which are not used today, but were used effectively in the past (e.g. growing of grapes in Privolzhsk district, growing of apple-trees etc.)

· Legal aspects of landownership in municipal units. 

At present we have collected large amount of statistical and factual materials; Geo-information system of Astrakhan region is under construction.
International conference “E-culture - new methods of teaching in Information Century”
Every year with support of regional government structures international conference “E-culture (new methods of teaching in Information Century” is being held on basis of Astrakhan State University. Conference attract specialists in teaching, representatives of industry, business structures, and representatives of government bodies who discuss new ways of preparation of specialists in accordance with trends, needs and qualification framework of 21 Century.

Network for universities and enterprises cooperation (NEUC)

Ultimate objective of the project is to improve higher school management quality in the field of scientific technical innovations and technology transferring and to consolidate stable development of RU universities on basis of EU universities international experience .

The project task is to create effectively acting network of Information Analysis Center (IAC) at 4 Russian universities, which would enable to work out new organizational and methodical approaches for intensive interaction with industry. During the project life 9 IAC's staff and 10 top managers from Russian universities will have a training work at EU universities.

Electronic databases of high technologies and know-how suitable for introduction in Russian enterprises and EU countries and elaborated by scientists of the University consortium will be created at IACs of the project member universities. The project results would enable to understand better the processes occurring in EU countries and providing high effectiveness of integration of science, education and business. Within the framework of the project the long-term cooperation with EU universities will be established in the field of both newest knowledge dissemination and exchange of experience in interrelation with enterprises.

Specialists with new modern knowledge of HI-Tech management will appear in labour market. 
Universities of Russia consider the arising IACs of interaction with industry as an element of innovation economy. In each university the Centre would include units for sociological research; analysis and marketing research of the market; business-analysis of innovative projects; unit for gathering of information on results of research being conducted at the universities, department for preparing of suggestions for industry and business which deal with science intensive developments introduction. 

On the one hand, the universities rectors are interested much in creation of the centres because they understand well the need in searching of new stable ways of universities development in Russia. On the other hand, business and industrial representatives are also interested as they need sharply the inflow of new ideas for production development.

