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TEMPUS IV PROJECT
Partner Search

Title: Best Knowledge Transfer methodologies for a better Knowledge Triangle.

Tempus IV objective: Higher education and society

Coordinator:

UPIN- University of Porto Innovation



http://upin.up.pt
Contact name: 
Aude Gabrielsen




agabrielsen@reit.up.pt



Tel: +351 22 040 82 11

Summary of the project:

Due to increasing budgetary harshness of public funding, universities and other public research institutions are expected to transfer more efficiently and rapidly the know–how they generate into commercial activities, through patenting, licensing, research joint ventures and the creation of spin-off companies. This led to a change in the institutional environment and set the ground for the development of public policies specially aimed to encourage the creation of intermediary structures like the Knowledge Transfer Offices (KTOs).
In order to improve the Knowledge Transfer (KT) capacity of the partner countries, this TEMPUS IV project aims at defining a set of common KT methodologies to be implemented in the KTOs of the project partnership.

In order to achieve this objective, partner KTOs from EU Member States higher education institutions will share their practices in the 3 main KT areas, namely technology licensing, spin-off creation and entrepreneurship, and university-industry relations. This collection and sharing of practices will lead to the selection of the best practices, through a benchmarking assessment. Once the best practices are selected, they will be implemented in each partner KTO of the participating partner countries, with the support of the EU partner KTOs.

In parallel, national and/or regional authorities will be involved in the project so that innovation strategies and best policies can be applied/adapted in the project partner countries for an effective innovation policies design.

Activities to be implemented during the project:

· Study visits to KTOs at the project partner countries institutions;

· Working groups meetings for sharing of KT practices and innovation policies;
· KT training workshops;

· KT awareness raising events;
· Edition of a common model for KT methodologies;
· Edition of a innovation policy recommendations manual.

Partnering sought:

1. Higher education institutions in which a Knowledge Transfer Office has recently been implemented and that needs to improve its way of working or performance.

2. Partner countries:

· Western Balkans:

· Croatia;

· Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

· Kosovo (under UNSC Resolution 1244);

· Montenegro;

· Serbia.

· Central Asia:

· Kyrgyzstan;

· Tajikistan;

· Uzbekistan.

3. EU Member States expected:
· Portugal as a moderate innovator in the EU;

· France or Ireland as innovation followers;

· UK or Germany as innovation leaders.
Who we are: UPIN is the Knowledge Transfer Office of University of Porto, Portugal. It is in charge of patent exploitation, marketing promising innovations and entrepreneurship opportunities, acting as an interface with companies. It also gives support to researchers of the University in order to prepare project proposals and to apply to R&D funding programmes. 
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