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Tempus IV – Joint Project for Tajikistan

Proposal in the area of independent learning

This is a national project aimed at fostering development of life long learning skills of teachers and higher education students in Tajikistan. On the Tajik side, the following institutions will be involved: the Tajik State Pedagogical University, , National Teacher Retraining Institute, Tajikistan Branch of Moscow State University and the Russian –Tajik Slavonic University, NGO Master language school.

Having decided to implement the Bologna process, Tajikistan has recognized the importance of a life long learning the essential part of which is independent learning. The interesting fact is that learner autonomy is a new concept in Tajikistan and is not given due attention in higher education curricula. The proposed project is aimed at incorporating independent learning skills initially in the curriculum of the partner institutions and later cascading the experience to other universities of the country.
The project designers intend to include the research element in the project with the aim of organising young researcher exchange visits to investigate the impact of introducing independent learning into the higher education curriculum.
Initial contacts have already been made with the UK institutions specialising in independent and life-long learning such as the University of Hull and possibly the college of St.Mark and St. Jones in Plymouth about partnership and mutual collaboration in the frame of the project. We continue searching for more partners in Europe that have the experience in the related field or are interested in doing research on independent learning.
Through cooperation with European universities, the Tajik side will benefit from studying the international experience of implementing independent learning and integrating it in the national curriculum while European universities that are working towards internationalization of their curricula will increase awareness of the strengths and weaknesses of learners from this part of the world to use in their work with international students.
Contact person : 
· Tajik State Pedagogical University, Nazira Imomerova, Vice Rector on International Affairs, nazira_july_1@yahoo.com 
· Valentina Sobko, NGO Master language school, E-mail: flstjk@gmail.com; 

Tel : +992372 214445
