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Project: New M. A. and PhD Programs in Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies

Goal and Objectives
Ilia State University is developing a project proposal for the M. A. and PhD programs in Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies. The goal of the project is to address the problematic issues in social sciences which are among national priorities for both partner countries -  Georgia and Armenia. 
The project is intended to fulfill its objective by establishing the program in two countries according to the standards of 2nd and 3rd cycles of Bologna process and by disseminating the results to the higher education institutions in the region. 
The Program in Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies will: 

a) develop special curriculum for M. A. and PhD levels

b) foster exchange of M. A. and PhD students with European higher education institutions

c) offer new expertise and skills to the graduate and post-graduate students in Armenia and Georgia for both academic and non-academic professional tracks. 
Background 
One of the major problems of the post-communist societies in transition is that that they lack adequate instruments for self-reflection, to be developed in the academia, One of the reasons for this situation is the well-known fact that the social sciences were not developed in the former Soviet Union because of ideological reasons. Many disciplines were simply ‘repressed’, which hindered their development during the transition period also, during the time of economic hardship and political instability. 

The program in Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies is well suited to address this problematic issue. 

First of all, the program is to be an interdisciplinary in nature, encompassing different fields such as history, political science, economics, sociology, but also some humanities disciplines such as comparative literature and cultural anthropology. This interdisciplinary approach is beneficial because of many reasons: first of all, interdisciplinarity and the transgression of often artificial boundaries is the cutting edge of the contemporary scholarship; but it is also well-suited for the Georgian (and Armenian) context: interdisciplinary programs have better chances to collect excellent quality teachers and scholars than unitary programs because of the lack of human resources in the field of social sciences in these countries. 
Secondly, the program can have significant regional and international relevance – its development will give the possibility to the scholars from Georgia and Armenia to concentrate on the material closest to them and available exclusively locally. 

Third, the program will contribute to the societal development in terms of the debates on the recent past, the path-dependency of certain political, social and economic processes as well as to the clearer understanding of the origin and genealogy of the issues facing these countries at the present day. 
